
 

Love Letters to the Church Pt. 4 
1 John 2:1-10 

 

Transition Scripture from Ch. 1 to Ch. 2 of 1 John 

John 15:7 (NKJV)  
7 If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, you will ask what you desire, and 
it shall be done for you. 

• Chapter one of 1 John is “If you abide in me” 
• Chapter two of 1 John until the end of the book is “and My words abide in 

you” 
• So real advancement in the Christian life is  

o Being in Him and in Fellowship 
o Then having His word in you and doing something with it 

• In chapter one we find out Sin slows us down but in chapter two we see that 
knowledge of Him advances you. 

KEY WORDS THROUGHOUT THE BOOK: 

a) Knowing Him 
b) Guarding His word or Keeping His word 
c) Look at 2 Peter 1:5 

 

2 Peter 1:5-8 (NLT2)  
5 In view of all this, make every effort to respond to God’s promises. Supplement 
your faith with a generous provision of moral excellence, and moral excellence 
with knowledge,  
6  and knowledge with self-control, and self-control with patient endurance, and 
patient endurance with godliness,  
7  and godliness with brotherly affection, and brotherly affection with love for 
everyone.  
8 The more you grow like this, the more productive and useful you will be in your 
knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

 



 

a. First four verses “INTAKE” 
b. Verse 5 “Doing something with what we took in” 
c. Growing up in the Christian life is work 

i. Diligence means WORK 
ii. Add to your faith (FAITH IS NOT THE PINNACLE of the 

Christian life; it is the FOUNDATION of the Christian life. 
iii. It is the start of the Christian life. 

d. When we were born again, we became righteous we had a foundation 
of FAITH laid in our life now we are to add to that foundation of 
faith, faith is only the beginning. 

i. Add VITURE (reframing from Sin) {The outward expression 
of the Christian life} 

ii. More Knowledge 
iii. Temperance (Reframing from GOOD THINGS) Basically 

everything in life is alright but you have to know where to 
TEMPER IT) BALANCE 

iv. PATIENCE  
v. GODLINESS (The reflection of God in our life) 

vi. BROTHERLY KINDNESS (GR. Philios) 
vii. LOVE (GR. Agape) This is the Top Floor the foundation is 

Faith, but the Penthouse is LOVE  

We love all people the same good & bad, saved & unsaved 

Now Back to 1 John 2:1 

1 John 2:1 (NKJV)  
1 My little children, these things I write to you, so that you may not sin. And if 
anyone sins, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.  

• Question: How Do you Not Sin? 
o Answer: Grow Up 

• So, this chapter is all about Growing Up or Sanctification 
• Walking in Christ (Lifestyle) 

1 John 2:1 (NLT2)  
1 My dear children, I am writing this to you so that you will not sin. But if anyone 
does sin, we have an advocate who pleads our case before the Father. He is Jesus 
Christ, the one who is truly righteous.  
 



 

A. OUR ADVOCATE 

Some of John’s teachings in this very letter make it appear that a true Christian is 
incapable of committing sin, but scriptures like this one show that can’t be the 
point.  

1 John 3:8-10 (NKJV)  
8 He who sins is of the devil, for the devil has sinned from the beginning. For 
this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that He might destroy the 
works of the devil.  
9 Whoever has been born of God does not sin, for His seed remains in him; 
and he cannot sin, because he has been born of God.  
10 In this the children of God and the children of the devil are manifest: 
Whoever does not practice righteousness is not of God, nor is he who does 
not love his brother.  

On the surface, this scripture is very problematic. It appears to be saying that 
anyone who sins is not truly born again. Yet that contradicts the message of the 
whole Bible, the message of Jesus, the context of this very book (1 John 1:8-10 
and 2:1-2), and common sense.  

If that were true, then no one could be saved. There are two basic approaches to 
explaining this verse, in a manner consistent with other well-established truths of 
Scripture. 

1. First, some people believe this is speaking of committing sin habitually, not 
a single sin but a habitual lifestyle of sin. The thought is that a drunkard 
might sin a few times after true salvation, but if he continues to drink, that is 
a sign that he is not truly born again. I could agree with that illustration to a 
degree, but what if you use the sin of gluttony? Gluttony is put in the same 
list as drunkenness (Proverbs 23:21).  

It is sin, and it is a habitual sin. You can’t become overweight just 
overeating one time. Are you willing to say that any overweight person can’t 
be saved? No one could meet this standard. 

 

2. Others believe this is actually referring to those who sin as being. “SUID” 
(Sinning Under the Influence of the Devil) 



 

I would have to believe this is the meaning here to be compatible with 
other scriptural truths. The born-again spirit of a believer cannot sin 

(1 John 3:9 (NKJV)  
9 Whoever has been born of God does not sin, for His seed remains in him; 
and he cannot sin, because he has been born of God.  

 

The part of us that is born of God, or born again, is the spirit. 
That born-again spirit was created in righteousness and true 
holiness (Ephesians 4:24).  

It is identical to Jesus (1 John 4:17 and 1 Corinthians 6:17), for it is 
the spirit of God’s Son). It is this born-again spirit that cannot sin 
(this verse).  

When we are walking in the spirit, or being led by the spirit, we 
cannot sin. Those who sin are not being led by their spirit. Either 
they don’t have a spirit that has been born from above or they 
aren’t following the leading of the part of them that is in 
relationship with God. God will never lead anyone into sin.) 

Therefore, anytime a Christian sins, it is not an action under the control or 
influence of the born-again spirit but of the flesh or direct demonic 
influence.  

Our sin doesn’t proceed from God or the part of us that has been born again 
by God. It is either the direct influence of Satan or the flesh that has been 
programmed by Satan. That would lead perfectly into the next statement of 
this verse, that “the devil sinneth from the beginning.” This is saying that 
the devil was the first to sin. He introduced sin to the world, and all sin 
ultimately comes from him. Satan is the author and finisher of sin. 

 

Jesus was manifest to destroy the works of the devil, which are sin. So, when a 
Christian is under the influence of God or their born-again spirit, they cannot sin.  

But when they do sin, they can’t attribute that to God.  



 

• That is yielding to the influence of the devil. Therefore, he that commits sin 
is of the devil or under the influence of the devil at the time the sin was 
committed. 

• This verse 1 Jn.2:1 very clearly states this letter was written to believers, 
and it is also a noticeably clear exhortation to them not to sin 

o That would be unnecessary if it were impossible for a Christian to 
sin. 

When Christians do sin, we have an advocate, or intercessor, who argues our case 
with the Father. That advocate is Jesus. He continually stands on our behalf and 
offers His sacrifice for our sins as our defense.  

 

B. A RADICAL TRUTH 

 

The word “propitiation” means “to conciliate; appease” (Houghton Mifflin 
American Heritage Electronic Dictionary).  

• The Greek word from which it was translated means “atonement, i.e. 
(concretely) an expiator  

o Synonyms: atone for, make amends for, make up for, do penance for, 
pay for, redress, redeem, offset, square, make good” (Strong’s 
Concordance).  

• Other translations translated this as “atoning sacrifice.”  

 

So, this is saying that Jesus is the atoning sacrifice for our sins that has forever 
appeased the wrath of God against us (Isaiah 54:9-10).  

a) Romans 3:25 shows “propitiation” as putting Jesus’ righteousness to our 
account. 

Jesus is the “propitiation” not only for our sins (i.e., those of us who accept Him 
by faith) but also for the sins of the whole world.  

This means that even unbelievers’ sins were paid for in the atonement of 
Christ (1 Timothy 4:10 (NKJV)  
10  For to this end we both labor and suffer reproach, because we trust in the living 
God, who is the Savior of all men, especially of those who believe.).  



 

Here is the radical truth.  

• That means it’s not individual sins that will send anyone to hell. Their sins 
have been paid for.  

• It’s the sin of rejecting Jesus that people will have to answer for (John 16:8-9). 

 

C. ACTIONS SPEAK LOUDLY 

1 John 2:3 (NKJV)  
3  Now by this we know that we know Him, if we keep His commandments. 

Religion has so ground into our heads the lie that right standing with God is earned 
by our actions, scriptures like this are almost always interpreted as the opposite of 
what they are really saying.  

b) This verse is not saying that keeping God’s commandments causes us to 
know Him; it’s saying the exact opposite.  

 
c) Knowing God (not just intellectually but experientially) will cause us to 

keep His commandments.  
This is how we know if we are truly born of God (1 John 3:10). If our actions 
aren’t affected, then we don’t have a genuine relationship with the Lord. 

1 John 2:5 (NKJV)  
5 But whoever keeps His word, truly the love of God is perfected in him. By this 
we know that we are in Him. 

Just as in the two previous verses, this verse is stressing that knowing God 
produces righteous living, and not the other way around.  

So, it is not by keeping the Word of God that we come into the love of God, but 
instructions. 

We have made these points in the two previous places 1 John 2:3-4 are an example 
of spiritual dyslexia.  

 

(Bob Yandian) (Dake) (Wommack, 2020) (Guzik, 2014) 

 


