
6/25/2020 

LOVE LETTERS PT.5 

THOSE WHO HATE THEIR BROTHER 
Those who hate their brother are under the control of the devil (see 1 
John 3:8). They are being led by the devil and therefore can’t see clearly.  

1 John 3:8 (NLT2)  
8 But when people keep on sinning, it shows that they belong to the devil, 
who has been sinning since the beginning. But the Son of God came to 
destroy the works of the devil. 

It’s comparable to a person who is in total darkness. That person can’t 
help but stumble. So, if a man finds himself in this darkness (hating his 
brother), what should he do?  

a) Must he quit hating his brother to get back into right standing with 
God? 

a.  No!  

That’s not what John is saying. What he should do is go to the Lord and 
just admit he doesn’t really know Him, and then seek to know Him.  

Then, as he comes into the light of knowing God, the darkness (hating his 
brother) will leave. 

VERSE 12 -14 
1 John 2:12-14 (NLT2)  
12 I am writing to you who are God’s children because your sins have 
been forgiven through Jesus.  
13 I am writing to you who are mature in the faith because you know 
Christ, who existed from the beginning. I am writing to you who are 
young in the faith because you have won your battle with the evil 
one.  
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14 I have written to you who are God’s children because you know the 
Father. I have written to you who are mature in the faith because 
you know Christ, who existed from the beginning. I have written to 
you who are young in the faith because you are strong. God’s word 
lives in your hearts, and you have won your battle with the evil one.  

This verse and 1 John 2:13-14 seem to be a little hard to understand, as 
can be evidenced in the many interpretations. Some things are clear.  

 

 

The Apostle John addresses three classes or categories of believers: 

a) Children 
b)  young men 
c) fathers.  
• He addresses each category twice. He says the same thing about 

the young men and the fathers both times.  
• He says two different things to those he addresses as children. 

This could be because the Greek word used for “children” in this 
verse (“TEKNION”) and the Greek word used for “children” in 
verse 13 (“PAIDION”) are different.  

o TEKNION denotes an infant (this verse) 
o whereas PAIDION denotes a half-grown child (1 John 

2:13). 
• He says he is writing unto the children (infants) because their sins 

have been forgiven them. 
o Then he tells the children (half-grown) that they have 

known the Father. 

• He tells the young men (Greek: “NEANISKOS” - a youth 
[under forty] –Strong’s Concordance) that he is writing 
unto them because they have overcome the wicked one (1 
John 2:13) and because they are strong–God’s Word abides 
in them, and they have overcome the wicked one (1 John 
2:14). 
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• He is writing to the fathers (Greek: “PATER”) because 
they have known Him who is from the beginning. 

Here is my possible explanation of what John was saying to these three 
categories of Christians.  

1) First, we are infants. That describes those who only know that their 
sins are forgiven.  
 

2) Then later, when we are still children (PAIDION - half-grown 
children), we come to know God the Father.  

 
3) As we mature, we become young men who are in the prime of our 

Christian lives. We are strong (zealous) and executing our 
authority over the devil. 

 
4)  The last stage of development is to become a father, or a 

completely mature one. Our focus, then, is on knowing Jesus, the 
greatest expression of God’s love. 

Those who are only children don’t necessarily have victory over the devil 
manifest in their lives nor do they have an intimate relationship with 
Jesus.  

Those who are young men definitely know they are forgiven and are 
flexing their spiritual muscles to overcome Satan and his devices. Even 
though this is exceptionally good, not all who live this way are operating 
in their first love (Revelation 2:4). 

Then those who know Jesus, as Paul described in Philippians 3:7-10, 
would be like fathers. They know they are forgiven; they know the 
awesomeness of God the Father and the power and authority given to 
them. But they also have a depth of relationship with Jesus and the Father 
that the other two categories don’t. 

This is descriptive of the stages that Christians go through in their 
relationship with the Lord. 
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Philippians 3:7-10 (NLT2)  
7 I once thought these things were valuable, but now I consider them 
worthless because of what Christ has done.  
8 Yes, everything else is worthless when compared with the infinite value 
of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have discarded 
everything else, counting it all as garbage, so that I could gain Christ  
9 and become one with him. I no longer count on my own righteousness 
through obeying the law; rather, I become righteous through faith in 
Christ. For God’s way of making us right with himself depends on faith.  
10 I want to know Christ and experience the mighty power that raised him 
from the dead. I want to suffer with him, sharing in his death, 

This is the same message given in 1 John 3:10. This same truth is given 
in 1 John 2:9-11. 

This verse is not speaking about loving mankind in general. I think other 
scriptures address that (Matthew 5:43-47).  

But this is specifically speaking about loving our brothers and sisters in 
the Lord. Jesus said that it would be our love for each other that would 
tell the world we are His true disciples (John 13:34-35). 

John 13:33-35 (NLT2)  
33 Dear children, I will be with you only a little longer. And as I told the 
Jewish leaders, you will search for me, but you can’t come where I am 
going.  
34 So now I am giving you a new commandment: Love each other. Just as 
I have loved you, you should love each other.  
35 Your love for one another will prove to the world that you are my 
disciples.” 

Again, as in other verses in this chapter, I don’t believe this is saying that 
any person who doesn’t love their brother can’t be saved.  

I think it is saying that if they are not walking in love, they are not being 
led or controlled by the life that God has given them. When they are 
in hatred toward their brother, they would be out of the Spirit and in the 
flesh. 
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RADICAL STATEMENT 
1 John 2:15 (NLT2)  
15 Do not love this world nor the things it offers you, for when you love 
the world, you do not have the love of the Father in you.  

This is a very radical statement!  

Those who love the world and the things it offers don’t love God. Likewise, 
those who love God don’t love the world or the things the world offers. The 
love of God and the love of this world are incompatible. 

The word “world” in this verse is not speaking about the planet we call 
earth. Psalms 19:1-4 says the creation is constantly speaking forth the 
praises of God. 

I don’t think it’s wrong to love God’s creation–although it can be out of 
balance, where we love the creation more than the Creator. 

This is specifically targeting the three areas mentioned in the next verse (1 
John 2:16): 

a) Lust of the flesh 

b) Lust of the eyes,  

c) and the pride of life. 

VERSE 16-17 
1 John 2:16 (NLT2)  
16 For the world offers only a craving for physical pleasure, a craving for 
everything we see, and pride in our achievements and possessions. These 
are not from the Father, but are from this world 
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Everything evil can be put into these three categories.  

We can see in Genesis 3, Adam and Eve very clearly were tempted with the 

• lust of the flesh (hunger), 
•  the lust of the eyes (the tree was pleasant to the eyes),  
• and the pride of life (a tree to be desired to make one 

wise)  

Jesus experienced three temptations brought by the devil that would easily 
fit or conform to these three things (Matthew 4:1-11 and Luke 4:1-13). 

Now look at Hebrews 4:15 says,  

“For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the 
feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we 
are, yet without sin.”  

Jesus wasn’t tempted with the individual things that we deal with today, 
what I mean is He didn’t deal with them one by one, but He was tempted in 
these three areas that are the root of all temptations. 

No more water but fire next time. This physical world will one day be 
dissolved with a fervent heat  

2 Peter 3:10 (NLT2)  
10 But the day of the Lord will come as unexpectedly as a thief. Then the 
heavens will pass away with a terrible noise, and the very elements 
themselves will disappear in fire, and the earth and everything on it will be 
found to deserve judgment.  

Then all the things we’ve lusted for will be gone. But those who do the will 
of the Lord will abide forever. 

VERSE :18 - 19 
1 John 2:18-19 (NLT2)  
18 Dear children, the last hour is here. You have heard that the Antichrist 
is coming, and already many such antichrists have appeared. From this 
we know that the last hour has come.  
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19 These people left our churches, but they never really belonged with us; 
otherwise they would have stayed with us. When they left, it proved that 
they did not belong with us.  

 John used the word “antichrist” four times (this verse, 1 John 2:22, 4:3; 
and 2 John 1:7) and “antichrists” once in this verse.  

He was the only writer in the Bible to use these terms.  

This very verse speaks of an individual antichrist coming in the future but 
goes on to say that there were already many antichrists at work in the world 
during his day. 

It appears Paul spoke of the antichrist in 2 Thessalonians 2:2-10, calling 
him the “man of sin...the son of perdition” (2 Thessalonians 2:3).  

2 Thessalonians 2:3 (NKJV)  
3  Let no one deceive you by any means; for that Day will not come 
unless the falling away comes first, and the man of sin is revealed, the 
son of perdition, 

• The day of the Lord will be preceded by a “falling away.” The phrase 
“falling away” came from the Greek noun “APOSTASIA,” from 
which we get our English word “apostasy.”  

• This Greek word means “‘a defection, revolt, apostasy,’ is used in 
the NT for religious apostasy. 

•  In 2 Thessalonians 2:3 ‘the falling away’ signifies apostasy from the 
faith” (Vine’s Expository Dictionary). This apostasy must precede 
the day of the Lord. 

John also wrote about this man whom he called “antichrist” here, and also 
in Revelation 13, their he called him the “beast.”  

Jesus spoke of the times of the antichrist (Matthew 24; Mark 13; Luke 17, 
and 21) but didn’t mention him specifically. 

So, it appears there will be an individual who will embody everything that is 
ungodly and antichrist and who will figure prominently in the very end of 
time.  
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But any person who doesn’t confess that Jesus came in a physical body is an 
antichrist. You can see where John spoke of this here. 

 2 John 1:7 (NKJV)  
7 For many deceivers have gone out into the world who do not confess 
Jesus Christ as coming in the flesh. This is a deceiver and an 
antichrist. 

And the spirit of antichrist was already at work in John’s day. It is certainly 
active in our world today. 

This antichrist spirit is behind all persecution and opposition to godliness. 
We can be certain that it is demonic. 

1 John 2:18 speaks of there being many antichrists. This is the “they” of this 
verse.  

• The bad thing is at one time these now “antichrists” were associated 
with the body of believers, or the church, but they never were truly 
born again or else they would have remained with the believers and 
not left. 

 VERSES 20 - 23 
1 John 2:20-23 (NKJV)  
20 But you have an anointing from the Holy One, and you know all things.  

a) Obviously, this isn’t true in our physical limited brains. And we can 
prove that by our last test scores or by the last time we misplace our 
glasses that we found on top of our heads.  

b) This is speaking about the mind of Christ that is in our born-again 
spirits. Our born-again spirit men know all things (1 Corinthians 
2:16 and Colossians 3:10). 

 
21 I have not written to you because you do not know the truth, but 
because you know it, and that no lie is of the truth.  

• Even those of us who know the truth need to be reminded of it, need 
to be put in remembrance of these things. 
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22 Who is a liar but he who denies that Jesus is the Christ? He is antichrist 
who denies the Father and the Son.  
23 Whoever denies the Son does not have the Father either; he who 
acknowledges the Son has the Father also. 

• Anyone who denies that Jesus is the Son of God also denies the Father 
(John 5:23). 

Relationship with God the Father is totally dependent on relationship with 
Jesus, God’s Son. There is no other way to have a relationship with the 
Father except through the Son (John 14:6). This is non-negotiable. Any 
rejection of Jesus is rejection of the Father, and acceptance of Jesus equals 
acceptance of the Father. 

 VERSE 24-26 
1 John 2:24-26 (NKJV)  
24 Therefore let that abide in you which you heard from the beginning. If 
what you heard from the beginning abides in you, you also will abide in 
the Son and in the Father.  
25 And this is the promise that He has promised us--eternal life.  
26 These things I have written to you concerning those who try to deceive 
you. 

V24 - We have the power to let the truths we have heard abide in us. It’s not 
up to God but us.  

• Of course, it is His power and ability that enable us, but we have the 
choice. God is always for us abiding in the truth and has sent the Holy 
Spirit to accomplish this.  

• But we have an enemy, an adversary, the devil, who is doing all he 
can to draw us out of abiding in Christ and His truths.  

• Therefore, we are the ones that can cast the deciding vote. As for me 
and my house we are choosing life (Deuteronomy 30:19). 

Deuteronomy 30:19 (KJV)  
19  I call heaven and earth to record this day against you, that I have set 
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before you life and death, blessing and cursing: therefore choose life, that 
both thou and thy seed may live:  

What they had heard from the beginning was the Gospel, or the truths of 
God’s Word.  

And that means if they would continue in God’s Word, then they would 
continue in the Son and the Father. 

 It’s impossible to continue (I did not say “Stay Saved”) in the Lord 
without continuing in His Word.  

• Jesus is the Word (John 1:1-2 and 14).   

Verse 25 – Note 

25 And this is the promise that He has promised us--eternal life. 

John 3:16 (NKJV)  
16 For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that 
whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. 

A. When did God commend this love toward us?  

a. Romans 5:8 says, it was while we were yet sinners. Therefore, 
God’s love isn’t conditional on our goodness. He didn’t love us 
because we were lovely but simply because He is love (1 John 
4:8). 

The focus of John 3:16 is not really on us not perishing; rather, it is on us 
having everlasting life.  

Jesus said himself in John 17:3, everlasting life is knowing God the Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ 

So, then it’s not just knowing them but knowing them in the biblical 
sense of the word. This is speaking of intimacy. 

Genesis 4:1 (KJV)  
1 And Adam knew Eve his wife; and she conceived, and bare Cain, 
and said, I have gotten a man from the LORD.  
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A person who comes to the Lord for forgiveness of sins but doesn’t go on to 
experience intimacy with the Lord is missing the true point of salvation.  

• Wonderful benefit of salvation 

o avoid hell and all its torments.  

• Everlasting life begins now (John 3:36, 5:24, and 6:47)  

• In the form of intimacy with the Father and Son. 

Sin was a barrier that blocked our access to God. Without the removal of 
that barrier, there could be no true fellowship with the Father.  

That’s why, Jesus took the sin of the whole world upon Himself (John 
12:32) and has reconciled us to God (2 Corinthians 5:19).  

But if we don’t go past where the barrier was, into intimacy with the Father, 
we are missing the true point of salvation in this life. 

Verse 26 – John had a passion to keep his and all believers consistent with 
God’s message of truth. Because he knew there was deception among these 
early Christians, and it concerned him 

VERSES 27-19 
1 John 2:27-29 (NKJV)  
27  But the anointing which you have received from Him abides in you, 
and you do not need that anyone teach you; but as the same anointing 
teaches you concerning all things, and is true, and is not a lie, and just as 
it has taught you, you will abide in Him.  
28 And now, little children, abide in Him, that when He appears, we may 
have confidence and not be ashamed before Him at His coming.  
29 If you know that He is righteous, you know that everyone who 
practices righteousness is born of Him.  

 

A. Verse 27 is such a powerful verse!  
a) This is the same point that was being made in Hebrews 8:1 
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a. Hebrews 8:11 (KJV)  
11 And they shall not teach every man his neighbour, and every 
man his brother, saying, Know the Lord: for all shall know me, 
from the least to the greatest...  

b) We don’t have to just take someone’s word about what God is like. 
We don’t have to live off someone else’s revelation. We can know 
God personally. 

c) This is not saying teachers are not necessary because the Lord set 
gifted people in the body of Christ to instruct us and bring us to 
perfection (Ephesians 4:11-13). One of the resources for knowing the 
truth is the reminder given by teachers like John.  

So, this isn’t saying we don’t need others’ insights and can’t benefit from 
what they have to say.  

d) What it is saying is that all of us as believers have our own personal teacher 
in the person of the Holy Spirit who has anointed us to understand and know 
the truth.  

a. John’s message is simple. Because of the anointing of the Holy 
Spirit given to all believers, they possess the resources for 
knowing the truth. 

e) Those who draw on this ministry of the Holy Spirit will abide in the doctrine 
of Christ. 

ABIDE IN HIM 
28 And now, little children, abide in Him, that when He appears, we may 
have confidence and not be ashamed before Him at His coming. 

Abide in Him, that when He appears, we may have confidence and not be 
ashamed:  

• Abiding in Jesus means that we do need to be afraid or ashamed 
when Jesus returns. This is because we have intimately known 
Him, and therefore we can have confidence at His coming 

The Message Bible says 
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 1 John 2:29 (MSG)  
29 Once you're convinced that he is right and righteous, you'll recognize 
that all who practice righteousness are God's true children.   
 
David Guzik says in his commentary   

 
John brings up a challenging image. When Jesus returns, some people will 
be afraid, because they never knew Jesus at all.  
 
But among those who know Him, some will not be afraid, they will be 
ashamed before Him at His coming.  
They will realize that they have been living worldly, unfruitful lives. In one 
moment, the understanding will overwhelm them that whatever else they 
accomplished in life, they did not abide in Him as they could have. 
 

ii. Paul the Apostle speaks of those who are “barely saved”: he will suffer 
loss; but he himself will be saved, yet so as through fire (1Co_3:15). 
There are those who, for at least a moment, the coming of Jesus will be a 
moment of disappointment rather than glory. 
 
iii. It is important for us to carefully consider these matters, because it is 
difficult to measure the distance between “barely saved” and “almost 
saved.” It is dangerous to contemplate questions such as, “how little can I 
do and still make it to heaven?” or “how far can I stray from the 
Shepherd and still be part of the flock?” Instead we should be diligent to 
not be ashamed before Him at His coming. 
 

 


	those who hate their brother
	Verse 12 -14
	radical statement
	verse 16-17
	verse :18 - 19
	verses 20 - 23
	verse 24-26
	verses 27-19
	abide in him

